THE   BISTORT   OF  SPIRITUALISM

Davis does not appear to have been at all a religi-
ous man in the ordinary conventional sense, although
he was drenched with true spiritual power. His
views, so far as one can follow them, were very critical
as regards Biblical revelation, and, to put it at the
lowest, he was no believer in literal interpretation.
But he was honest, earnest, unvenal, anxious to get
the truth and conscious of his responsibility in
spreading it.

For two years the unconscious Davis continued to
dictate his book upon the secrets of Nature, while
the conscious Davis did a little self-education in New
York with occasional restorative visits to Pough-
keepsie. He had begun to attract the attention of
some serious people, Edgar Allan Poe being one of
his visitors. His psychic development went on, and
before he reached his twenty-first year he had
attained a state when he needed no second person to
throw him into trance but could do it for himself.
His subconscious memory too was at last opened, and
he was able to go over the whole long vista of his
experiences. It was at this time that he sat by a
dying woman and observed every detail of the
soul's departure, a wonderful description of which is
given in the first volume of the " Great Harmonia."
Although this description has been issued as a separate
pamphlet it is not as well known as it should be, and
a short epitome of it may interest the reader.

He begins by the consoling reflection that his own
soul-flights, which were death in everything save
duration, had shown him that the experience was
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